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Employee Frequently Asked Questions  
March 15, 2022 

The Basics  

Q1: Will ITW mandate that I get the vaccine?  

A1:    The health and safety of our colleagues continues to be our foremost priority.  ITW strongly 

encourages you to be vaccinated for your own health, as well as the health and safety of your family, 

your community, and your colleagues.  At this time ITW is not mandating the vaccine.   

Q2:   How much will this vaccination cost me?  Is it covered by my medical insurance?  

A2:   In the U.S., there is absolutely no cost to you for the vaccine or administration of the vaccine; you will 

not be asked to pay for vaccination.  The vaccine is covered at 100% and any administrative fee for 

giving the shot will be covered 100% by either your medical insurance or the US Department of Health 

and Human Services if you don’t have insurance. 

Q3:   Will ITW provide incentives for me to be vaccinated?  

A3:   We strongly recommend that you receive the vaccine and we will provide up to four hours of paid 

time (two hours per injection) if required to schedule a vaccination during your scheduled workday.    

Q6:   Do I need to inform Human Resources when I have been vaccinated?   

A6:  Yes. We strongly encourage you to notify Human Resources when you have completed the vaccination 

process.  This information will be kept confidential, in accordance with all applicable laws and 

regulations.  ITW will use this information to understand what portion of the employee population has 

been vaccinated to ensure safety protocols continue to remain in place until a sufficient percentage 

has been vaccinated.    

Vaccine Facts & Safety Information  

Q1:   Are the COVID-19 vaccines safe?  

A1:   Yes.  In August 2021, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) granted full approval for the Pfizer 

vaccine (Comirnaty) based on extensive data on safety and effectiveness.  Vaccination will significantly 

reduce the possibility of COVID-related deaths and serious health issues that survivors of COVID may 

face.  As of the middle of September, more than 181 million people in the United States, including 96% 

of medical doctors, are now fully vaccinated against COVID-19.  

Q2:  But they were developed so quickly, how can we be sure? 

A2: The rapid spread of COVID-19 made developing vaccines an international priority and unlocked billions 

of dollars in funding to ensure safety while moving with urgency to save lives.  The rapid development 

and production of the vaccine has been possible because the mRNA vaccine technology is much more 

efficient than prior methods of producing vaccines and can be scaled up quickly.  Also, researchers 

applied lessons learned after developing vaccines for other types of coronaviruses – 2003 SARS and 

2012 MERS. 
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Q3: Can the COVID-19 vaccine cause me to become infected or infect others?  

A3:  No, you cannot become infected or infect others from receiving the COVID-19 vaccine, because the 

vaccine contains no live virus. Instead, the vaccine teaches your body how to fight off the virus and 

protect itself.  

Q4:  What are the side effects of the vaccine?  

Q4:  Some people may experience side effects, which are normal and signs that your body is recognizing 

the vaccine and mounting an immune response. Side effects may include pain, redness and swelling at 

the site of the injection, fatigue, headache, nausea, muscle pain and joint pain that may last 1 to 2 

days.  A small percentage of participants had high fevers in the 24-hour period after receiving their 

vaccine. 

Q5:  Should I worry about long-term side effects of the vaccine? 

A5: Concerns about long-term side effects have been a big part of the COVID-19 vaccine conversation, but 

unlike daily medications that can build up in your body and result in side effects over long periods of 

time, vaccines get in, do their job, and get out.  Long-term side effects following any vaccination are 

extremely rare.  Historically, vaccine monitoring has shown that if side effects are going to happen, 

they tend to happen within six weeks of receiving a vaccine dose.  For this reason, the FDA required 

the authorized COVID-19 vaccines to be studied for at least eight weeks after the final dose.  The 

occasional rare side effect should be weighed against the known, higher risks from contracting the 

virus and the potential long-term effects after recovering from a COVID infection which can include 

long-term damage to the lungs, heart, kidneys, brain and other organs. 

Q6: Do I need a vaccine if I have already had COVID-19?  

A6:  Yes, even if you have already had COVID-19, you should be vaccinated.  Research has not yet shown 

how long you are protected after you have recovered from COVID-19.  Evidence is emerging that 

people get better protection by being fully vaccinated compared with having had COVID-19. 

Q7:  I’m young and healthy, I don’t need to get vaccinated, do I? 

A7: Yes you do.  The new Delta variant is more contagious than the original strain causing more people 

(including younger, healthy people) to be hospitalized with severe COVID-19 infection than before.  

It’s impossible to predict whether you’ll have a mild or serious case if you are exposed.  Vaccination 

will help keep you from getting seriously ill or dying, even if you do get COVID-19. 

Q8:  Is it safe for me to get a COVID-19 vaccine if I am pregnant or would like to have a baby one day? 

A8: COVID-19 vaccination is recommended for everyone 12 years of age or older, including people who 

are pregnant, breastfeeding, trying to get pregnant now or might become pregnant in the future, as 

well as their partners.  Data suggests that the benefits of receiving a COVID-19 vaccine outweigh any 

known or potential risks of vaccination during pregnancy.  The CDC recommendation aligns with those 

from the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the Society for Maternal Fetal 

Medicine.  In addition, no evidence shows that any vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines, cause 

fertility problems (problems trying to get pregnant) in women or men. 


